
John Frederick Seager  1896 – 1959 

Professional at Rothley Park from March 17th 1922 until his death in October 1959 

Early Life 

• Born in 1896 in Bedford, his father John Seager (B.1865) was professional and Head 

Greenkeeper at Bedford Golf Club 

• His brother Lewis Seager was born two years later in 1898 

• In 1911 Jack joined the greens staff at Bedford Golf Club 

• As a 16 year old in 1912, whilst still an amateur, he attained a handicap of scratch 

• In February 1914 he moved to South Staffs Golf Club as greenkeeper and assistant 

Professional 

War Hero    

Jack signed up for duty as a signaller in the First World War. One night, whilst on duty re-

establishing communication lines in “no man’s land,” he came upon a wounded officer 

whereupon, under fire, he carried the officer back to safety and returned to his duties 

without revealing his identity to the wounded officer’s troop. After a lengthy investigation 

Jack Seager was identified and received the Military Medal for gallantry.            

Jack Seager (Left) and his brother Lewis Seager (Right) 

 

 



After the First World War, Jack worked for 18 months at St.Neots Golf Club but returned to 

Bedford Golf Club as Professional in 1920. One of his pupils was a teenage Henry Longhurst, 

who later came to fame as a golf writer and broadcaster.    

   

 

As the entry above in the Council Minute Book shows, Jack Seager was appointed as 

professional to Rothley Park Golf Club, 100 years ago, on Friday March 17th 1922, at a wage 

of 45 shillings per week. 

 
Lewis (Lou) Seager 
Golfing talent obviously ran in the Seager family. Jack’s younger brother Lou, having only 
played golf at Bedford as a junior, moved up to Lancashire at the age of 34. He decided to 
take up golf again off a handicap of 18. Two years later he had a handicap of scratch. 
He subsequently played for Lancashire, became County Captain and held the course 
record of 68 at his home club of West Derby in Liverpool.       
 

 

 



Troon Golf Club 

 

The following year in June 1923 Jack Seager travelled to Troon Golf Club (not yet Royal 

Troon) in Scotland for his first attempt at qualifying for the Open Championship. At that 

time there were no exemptions and even the previous year’s winner had to prequalify.   

Qualifying rounds were played on the Monday and Tuesday of Open week with the 

championship proper played over 36 holes on the Thursday and 36 holes on the Friday. This 

allowed the club professionals to return to their clubs to serve their members over the 

weekend. 

Jack Seager qualified with rounds of 77 and 82 (Gene Sarazen failed to qualify) and finished 

82nd with a four round total of 329.   

Open Championship Record 

Qualified for the Open 10 times between 1923 and 1946 

• 1923 - 82nd at Troon 

• 1924 – 59th at Hoylake 

• 1928 – Missed the cut at Royal St.Georges 

• 1929 – Missed the cut at Muirfield 

• 1931 – 60th at Carnoustie 

• 1936 – Missed the cut at Hoylake 

• 1937 – 47th at Carnoustie 

• 1938 – Missed the cut at Royal St.Georges 

• 1939 – Missed the cut at St.Andrews 

• 1946 – Missed the cut at St.Andrews 

 



Midland Counties Professional Challenge Cup 

Jack first won this prestigious title in 1925 and was twice runner up subsequently. However, 

his “proudest moment in golf,” came when he won the title for a second time is 1950, at the 

age of 54 at Woodhall Spa Golf Club with rounds of 75 and 71 in conditions which Jack 

described thus, “we played under bad conditions, snow and a gale.”     

 



Pictured here are the Green family (no relation to our Men’s Captain). When Jack first joined 

Rothley Park in 1922, George and Agnes Green were steward and stewardess at the club. 

Their daughter Gladys (pictured on the left of the 

photo) later married Jack on the 26th of February 

1930. They had two children Jack (1931) and Anne 

(1934).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Seager – Ryder Cup Trial 

At the beginning of 1931 Jack Seager was in the form of his life. The previous year he had 

lost in a playoff for the Midland Professional title at Birstall. He had beaten Open winner 

George Duncan in the Oxhay Professional Tournament as well as breaking the course record 

at Rothley with a round of 65.  

He was quoted in the newspapers as a “probable” member of the 1931 Ryder Cup side who 

would play the USA in Ohio in the June of that year. Seager was selected for a Ryder Cup 

trial at Sandwell Park in February 1931. In the morning he scored 75 and in the afternoon he 

teamed up with Len Holland (Gerrards Cross Golf Club) in a foursomes match which they 

won 4&3. Unfortunately, this obviously wasn’t enough to impress the selectors as neither of 

them were chosen for the eventual team. The USA went on to win the 1931 Ryder Cup by 9 

points to 3. 

 

Leicestershire & Rutland PGA Trophy 

In the space of 30 years Jack Seager won the County Professional Championship five times. 

1926, 1941(played over a shortened Rothley park course of 16 holes), 1949, 1951 and 

finally, at the age of 60, 1956 at Rothley Park with scores of 73 and 72. 

   



Jack Seager - Clubmaker 

 

As well as travelling round the country playing top class professional tournaments, Jack 

Seager also had many other functions to perform. 

• Giving lessons to members 

• Making and repairing clubs for members 

• Stocking and running his shop 

• In charge of the green staff. During the war when several holes were taken over for 

food production, Jack was in charge of the agricultural production 

• He also had a hand in designing changes to Glen Gorse and Scraptoft Golf Clubs 

Such was his expertise at club making that he won a national competition, which was held at 

Sandwich Golf Club in 1928.  

Jack Seager was club professional at Rothley Park from 1922 until his death in 1959. As well 

as being a first class golfer he was held in the highest regard by members. Please see below 

an obituary, written by Henry Longhurst, in the Evening Standard which eloquently sums up 

the life and times of Jack Seager. 

 



   

 



 

 

Thanks to Jack’s Grandson, David Seager for supplying photographs and biographical 

background.  


